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2021
39TH

 ANNUAL

SOUTHERN
 ROCKY

MOUNTAIN
Agricultural
Conference

&
Trade Fair

Virtual

Tuesday & Wednesday only

Cost is $60 per person for 
all 3 days or $30 per day.

Registrants will receive the zoom 
link for each day the afternoon 

before each day.

Paying with a Credit Card
Go to https://w w w.coloradopotato.org/

agconfer ence/, Pay Pal link. You will then 
be directedto a secure Pay Pal registration 

payment option.
Be sure you list your spouse and pay for her/

him ifshe/he is planning on attending.
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719-754-2681
55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

TRACTORS

(719) 852-0200 o�ce 
(719) 852-2767 fax 

Cell: (719) 850-2804
Email: ricmyers@gojade.org 

www.valleytractorrepair.com 

Valley Tractor Repair
2573 S. County Road 6E • Monte Vista CO 81144

Ric Myers, Owner

BY REBECCA COPLEY
The 2021 Rocky Mountain Ag 

Conference is happening this year 
although due to the COVID-19 
pandemic it will look a little 
different from in years past.

Despite these challenges the 
annual conference will still be 
happening Feb. 2-4. Presentations 
and classes will be held virtually. 
For anyone interested in attending 
the cost for one day is $30 and $60 
for three days. The conference is 
only accepting PayPal payment.

A statement from the Monte 
Vista Chamber of Commerce’s 
website explained how both the 
pandemic and the construction 
of the new Ski-Hi Complex has 
affected this year’s conference 
saying, “As we are all painfully 
aware, COVID-19 has affected 

many events and this conference 
has been no exception. 
This year’s conference 
will be a scaled down 
ve r s ion  due  to 
health restrictions 
and the effect that 
COVID-19 delays 
have had on the 
construction of 
the new Ski-Hi 
M u l t i p u r p o s e 
building.” 

There will be a 
trade show from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Feb. 
2 and Feb. 3 The trade 
show will be held in the McMullen 
Building at Ski-Hi Park and 
Colorado State University 
Extension will be conducting a 
virtual conference. The trade show 

will be open to the public. All 
booths will be 10X10 and 

there will be at least 6 
feet between booths. 

Masks wil l  be 
required and will 
also be available 
at the Chamber of 
Commerce booth 
right at the door 
when entering. 
Meals will not 

be provided this 
year, however there 

will be a food truck 
available outside for the 

public to purchase food. 
For more information on this 

year’s Rocky Mountain Ag 
Conference, visit online www.
montevistachamber.org/ag-
conference-2021.html.
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2021 Rocky Mountain 
Ag Conference is still a 

go — virtually

Monday Night Ag-Focused 
Marketing Webinar Series 

Begins in February
STAFF REPORT

Many agricultural producers don’t 
feel confident in their abilities to 
market the commodities they produce. 
In today’s agricultural business 
environment of low-commodity 
markets, high-input costs and slim 
or non-existent margins, marketing 
skills are essential. To help farmers 
and ranchers improve their marketing 
skills, Colorado State University 
Extension Ag Economist Dr. Brent 
Young is offering a series of ag 
marketing webinars.

The Monday Night Marketing 
webinar series is two programs in one. 
The first meant to be an introductory 
course covering the mechanics of 
cash, futures, and options markets. 
This four-week series is designed 
to meet the needs of agriculture 
producers who are new to commodity 
marketing and are looking for 
techniques to improve the prices they 
receive for their crops and livestock.

The final four sessions are a more 
advanced course that will focus on 
sophisticated marketing techniques 

and the development of a farm/
ranch level marketing plan. These 
sessions are designed for producers 
who have a basic understanding 
of the topics presented in the 
introductory course.

The webinar format is interactive 
and will allow for live questions. 
Each webinar session will be 
recorded for review if you miss a 
session or for additional viewing 

to clarify concepts.
The webinars will be held from 7 

to 9 p.m., Mondays in February and 
March. Register for each session — 
February and March — separately 
for $15 or both sessions for $25. 
To register online, visit https://
mondaynightmkt.eventbrite.com. 
For more information, contact Brent 
Young at 970-580-2204 or email at 
brent.young@colostate.edu.
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Rio Grande 
Bentonite 

(719) 580-6652

Attention 
Farmers and 

Ranchers:
Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds & reservoirs 

with bentonite.

Spring Special
10% OFF

At Stone’s we’ve always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the co�ee is always on.

For Forklift 
Service or 
Repairs

VALLEY FORKLIFT
1507 N. Hwy 285, Monte Vista, CO 81144

719-852-5277 or 
REPAIR SERVICE

Call GILBERT at 588-1649 367 E. Third St., 719-754-3288

CELEBRATING 22 YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE 

VALLEY

Foundation 
announces virtual 

Institute Alumni 
Summit, July 13-15

STAFF REPORT
WASHINGTON — The Po-

tato Leadership, Education, and 
Advancement Foundation (Po-
tato LEAF) in January announced 
it achieved its inaugural fundrais-
ing goal of $2 million for 2020. 
Launched at Potato Expo 2020 in 
Las Vegas, Potato LEAF was created 
to provide tools, training, and sup-
port necessary to develop growers 
and industry members as leaders.

“We challenged the industry 
with an ambitious goal, and we 
couldn’t be more appreciative of 
the response, particularly during 
an incredibly uncertain year,” said 
Potato LEAF Board Member Gregg 
Halverson. “We want to thank the 
growers, businesses, allied part-
ners, and state and national potato 
organizations who stepped up to 
the plate during Potato LEAF’s first 
year. The solid financial foundation 
provided by these Founders Society 

Potato LEAF Reaches $2 Million Founders Society Goal
members will ensure Potato LEAF 
will be able to meet its mission for 
years to come.”

The Potato LEAF Founders So-
ciety, created to acknowledge the 
inaugural contributors to the foun-
dation, recognizes individuals and 
businesses making pledges and con-
tributions of $10,000 or more. The 
Potato LEAF Board of Directors has 
extended the opportunity to become 
a member of the Founders Society. 
Pledges can now be made through 
Dec. 31, with fulfillment by Dec. 31, 
2023. A full list of Founders Society 
members can be found https://pleaf.
org/donors.

Potato LEAF also announced the 
creation of a new program designed 
to support graduates of its Potato 
Industry Leadership Institute. The 
Institute Alumni Summit, open 
to past graduates of the Institute, 
will take place virtually, July 13-
15. Over the three days, the Summit 
will provide alumni with engaging 
training sessions designed with tips 
attendees can use immediately to 
improve their leadership skills. 

• July 13: Refining Your Leader-
ship Skills

• July 14: Refining Your Conflict 
Management

• July 15: Boosting the Team’s 
Morale

“We’ve always seen the need for 
a continuing education program like 
the Institute Alumni Summit, and 
the creation of the Potato LEAF 
provided the platform to turn that 
vision into a reality,” said Dan 
Moss, Potato LEAF Board Mem-
ber. “Through the Institute Alumni 
Summit, we look forward to further 
investing in the emerging leaders 
within the U.S. potato industry.”   

The sessions will be taught by 
leadership training experts Eric 
Herdman and Laurie Richards. 

Eric Herdman is an accomplished 
motivator and facilitator. His audi-
ences respond to his approaches 
to increase productivity, upgrade 
performance, strategically position 
business, and get more from their 
teams. He works with individuals, 
small business professionals, as-
sociation leaders, and Fortune 100 
companies to help them lead them-
selves and others to achieve results.

A frequent contributor to the 
Leadership Institute, Richards has 
worked with thousands of farmers, 
executives, sales and marketing 
professionals, technical experts, and 
other leaders helping them effec-

tively tell their stories and improve 
communication at every level.

Potato LEAF is a non-profit orga-
nization launched in January 2020 

designed to provide tools, training, 
and support necessary to develop 
growers and industry members as 
leaders.

STAFF REPORT
The Colorado Fruit and Vegetable 

Growers Association (CFVGA) will 
hold its seventh annual conference Feb. 
17-18, using a virtual format. Registra-
tion for the event is $20 for members 
registering early.

“With a very reasonable registration 
rate and no need to travel, we expect 
even more registrants than the 300 we 
typically have for in-person confer-
ences,” said CFVGA President Robert 
Sakata. “While we will all miss the 
in-person socializing that our confer-
ences provide, we believe the virtual 
conference will offer a similar line-up 
of opportunities to engage with others 
in the produce industry.”

The CFVGA conference will include 
plenary sessions that inform and moti-
vate participants. In addition, breakout 
sessions will include a variety of topics, 
including farm labor, Covid era food 
system adaptations, consumer behavior 
changes during Covid, production re-
search, online produce sales platforms 
and multiple food safety education 
options. In addition, participants can 

watch videos from recipients of the 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program, 
who have completed their projects.

Most sessions will be pre-recorded 
with the presenters available live fol-
lowing the recording to answer ques-
tions about the topic. An advantage of 
the virtual format is that these sessions 
and exhibitor booths will remain on the 
conference website for a year follow-
ing the conference.

Exhibitors will be able to showcase 
their goods and services by uploading 
a promotional video and handouts to 
their virtual booth that visitors to the 
booth can view and download. The vir-
tual platform allows for chat and even 
live video meetings, either scheduled 
or spontaneous. Conference attendees 
can find exhibitor booths either by 
browsing the virtual exhibit hall or 
by searching exhibitors by goods and 
services offered. Exhibitor request 
forms are being accepted now https://
cfvga.memberclicks.net/cfvga-annual-
conference-exhibitor-request-form

The conference will include the an-
nual business meeting, with results of 

the online election of board members 
announced, and presentation of the 
2020 CFVGA Robert Sakata Member 
of the Year Award.

View the CFVGA conference web-
site and register online at https://
pheedloop.com/cfvga2021/site/home/. 
Registration is now open. For questions 
or more information contact CFVGA 
at 303.594.3827 or admin@colorado-
produce.org

The CFVGA is comprised of more 
than 250 members, including growers 
of all sizes and types of production 
throughout the state, as well as rep-
resentatives of allied industries. The 
Colorado fruit and vegetable growing 
sector contributes nearly $485 million 
to Colorado at the farm gate and is mul-
tiplied as it goes through the distribu-
tion chain. Over 90,000 Colorado acres 
are in fruit and vegetable production.

Colorado Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Association Conference 

will be virtual Feb. 17-28



Page 4 Southern Rocky Mountain Agricultural Conference & Trade Fair Wednesday, January 27, 2021

LENCO
GRIMME
SPUDNIK
NEW HOUSE
Greentronics
Agparts
Black Ace
Broekema
Kryptane
No�singer
Lemken
Hydraulic Systems

LENCO WEST, Inc.

121 N. Broadway

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell

30th Annual
Pot of Gold

Bull Sale
Friday, February 26, 2021 • 12:00 noon

Jim’s Auction Barn, Montrose, CO

Tested Negative for Trich & PI-BVD
P.A.P., Gain & Fertility Tested
EPD’s & Pedigrees on each bull
Top  A.I. Sired Bulls

Balancers® Include:
Red Angus/Gelbvieh

Balancers®
Black Angus/Gelbvieh

Balancers®

Thick Meaty Bulls with Good Disposition
Free Delivery to the San Luis Valley

For information or catalog:
Dave 970-323-6833 • Mark Covington 970-209-1956

On line Catalog at: www.gelbviehbulls.net

All Phone Bids are 100%
Satisfaction Guaranteed — You Will

Like Them When You Get Them!

O�ering 100 Yearlings Bulls
Gelbvieh • Balancers®

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, LLC

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

STAFF REPORT
BROOMFIELD — An aerial 

photo of “Planting Patterns” dur-
ing the 2020 potato planting season 
by Daniel Harvey of Monte Vista 
earned honorable mention in the 
2020 Best in Show Photography 
Contest sponsored by the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture. 

More than 100 photos were sub-
mitted through the annual contest, 
which invites photographers of all 
skill levels to capture images of 
Colorado’s vibrant agriculture in-
dustry in every corner of the state.

The judges were faced with the 
daunting task of choosing only three 
winners from a large pool of excel-
lent photographs. All entries have 
a valuable role in promoting and 
helping tell the stories of Colorado 
agriculture and will be featured 
widely in CDA communications. 

The 2020 first place winner was 
Brad Hensley of Longmont, with his 
entry titled “Peaks, Horns, Smoke.” 
Taken in Weld County last Septem-
ber, the winning photograph shows 
a dramatic image of grazing cattle 
silhouetted against the front range 

at sunset contrasted by a massive 
smoke plume from the Cameron 
Peak wildfire. 

The second- and third-place pho-
tographs feature images of wooly 
sheep in falling snow in Arapahoe 
County taken by Ben Griffiths and a 
bird’s eye view of Colorado’s East-
ern Plains corn harvest near Kersey 
captured by Shelby Chesnut.

Visit the CDA website to view 
more of this year’s top photo en-
tries and for information about the 
2021 Best in Show contest, now 
underway.

Monte Vista man’s potato planting 
photo gets honorable mention

Courtesy photo

Colorado Ag Department Seeks 
Listings for 2021 Farm Fresh Directory
STAFF REPORT

Colorado agricultural producers are encouraged to 
be part of the 2021 Farm Fresh Directory, published 
annually by the Colorado Department of Agriculture. 
The directory, which will be released in June, promotes 
Colorado farmers’ markets, roadside stands, u-picks, 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) producers, 
agritourism activities, wineries, and farms and ranches 
that sell direct to the public.

“Farm Fresh is a popular and helpful resource for 
Colorado residents and visitors,” said Danielle Trotta, 
Business Development Specialist at the Colorado Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “The goal of the publication is to 
connect consumers to local producers, farmers markets, 
and other local goods all in one easy place.”

More than 100,000 copies of the directory will be 
distributed to consumers through libraries, extension 
offices, farmers’ markets, welcome centers, chambers of 
commerce, home milk delivery services and other busi-

nesses. Additionally, Farm Fresh is available as a mobile 
app for smartphones and on the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture website.

The fee to be included in the directory is $25, and the 
listing deadline is Feb. 15. For more information, contact 
Loretta Lopez at 303-869-9175.

When asked to think of industries 
that utilize technology in unique 
ways, few people may immediately 
think of agriculture. But technology 
has left a significant footprint in every 
industry, and the agricultural sector 
is no exception.

The National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture notes that modern farms 
operate a lot differently than the farms 
of yesteryear. Dramatic changes have 
taken place within the agricultural 
industry over the last few decades, 
helping farming operations become 
more efficient and profitable as well 
as safer and more eco-friendly. 

Robots, temperature and moisture 
sensors, aerial images, and GPS 
technologies are now routinely 
employed within the agricultural 
industry. The NIFA notes that the 
value of such technologies cannot 
be understated. Thanks to the 
technologies at their disposals, 
farmers no longer have to uniformly 
apply water, fertilizer and pesticides 

The role of technology in agriculture
to their farms. Technology now 
allows them to use only the minimum 
amounts required as they zero in on 
individual plants and target specific 
areas of their farms. The NIFA 
notes that the utilization of these 
technologies produces some very real 

benefits, including:
• Higher crop productivity
• Reduced impact on natural 

ecosystems
• Less runoff of chemicals into 

rivers and groundwater
• Increased worker safety
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Nutritional stress 
is a thing of the past

Community Committed… Agriculturally Driven

Providing Quality…
Fuels • Fertilizer • Farm Supply • Feed • Tires • Equipment • Seed • Chemicals

Available TODAY!
Main O�ce Location

MVC Car Care Center 
Sprinkler Tires 

Prices good through Feb. 28th on Tires Only        Sales price good 
for In-Stock ONLY.

Sale Price 
$160

8X60
10X60
12X77
14X77
16X83

Sizes Available

8X60

Utility Trailers

Dump 
Trailers

14X83
16X83

Sizes Available

Check Out Our 
Inventory of PJ Trailers

Flatbeds, Utility, Dump 
&  Carhaulers

Monte Vista Cooperative
(719) 852-5181

1901 E Hwy 160 • Monte Vista
www.mvcoop.com

Call us for all of your Fertilizer INPUT NEEDS at 719-852-4046

Your cattle will pack on 
the pounds. You’ll pack in 
the savings. 
Keeping the herd well-fed demands a tractor that’s up 
to the task. You need the powerful, dependable and 
hard-working M5, M6s or M6. Get a great deal by 
visiting us today.

$0 DOWN     0% APR     48 MONTHS

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota 
M Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit 
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
� nanced. Offer expires 2/29/20. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer 
or KubotaUSA.com.

Monte Vista Coop - Equipment Div.
2607 US HWY 285 

Monte Vista, Colorado 81144
(719) 852-5565719-852-5565

Ask about our 
Farm Tire Sale

CALL US 
FOR SIZES

Your cattle will pack on 
the pounds. You’ll pack in 
the savings. 
Keeping the herd well-fed demands a tractor that’s up 
to the task. You need the powerful, dependable and 
hard-working M5, M6s or M6. Get a great deal by 
visiting us today.

$0 DOWN     0% APR     48 MONTHS

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota 
M Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit 
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
� nanced. Offer expires 2/29/20. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer 
or KubotaUSA.com.

Monte Vista Coop - Equipment Div.
2607 US HWY 285 

Monte Vista, Colorado 81144
(719) 852-5565

Your cattle will pack on 
the pounds. You’ll pack in 
the savings. 
Keeping the herd well-fed demands a tractor that’s up 
to the task. You need the powerful, dependable and 
hard-working M5, M6s or M6. Get a great deal by 
visiting us today.

$0 DOWN     0% APR     48 MONTHS

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota 
M Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit 
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
� nanced. Offer expires 2/29/20. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer 
or KubotaUSA.com.

Monte Vista Coop - Equipment Div.
2607 US HWY 285 

Monte Vista, Colorado 81144
(719) 852-5565

Your cattle will pack on 
the pounds. You’ll pack in 
the savings. 
Keeping the herd well-fed demands a tractor that’s up 
to the task. You need the powerful, dependable and 
hard-working M5, M6s or M6. Get a great deal by 
visiting us today.

$0 DOWN     0% APR     48 MONTHS

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota 
M Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit 
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 
� nanced. Offer expires 2/29/20. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer 
or KubotaUSA.com.

Monte Vista Coop - Equipment Div.
2607 US HWY 285 

Monte Vista, Colorado 81144
(719) 852-5565

Reg.
$199www.mvcoop.com

Follow us on Facebook @mvcoop
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Ag Conference Schedule
Tuesday, February 2
8:00 am Welcome
8:05 am The Role of Calcium in Crop Stress Mitigation, Jimmy Ridgway, Regional Sales Manager, 

Yara International, ID, Monte Vista Chamber Diamond Sponsor
8:15 am Kubota/Powder River Ag Equipment, Monte Vista Cooperative, Diamond Sponsor
8:25 am Potato Certification: Winter Test Update, Dr. Andrew Houser, Manager, Colorado Pota-to 

ertification er ice   enter 
9:25 am National Potato Council 2020 Results and 2021 Priorities, Kam Quarles,  as in ton  

D.C. and Mike Wenkel,  ational otato ouncil
9:55 am Soil Potato Health—Colorado and Beyond, Dr. Jane Stewart, Assistant rofessor A ricul

tural iolo y   and Dr. Courtney Jahns, rofessor A ricultural iolo y  
10:40 am President’s Update - Colorado State University, Joyce McConnell, President, Colorado State 

ni ersity
11:10 am Potatoes USA, John Toaspern, ief arketin  fficer otatoes  A
11:40 am Developing Genome Editing for Colorado Potato Breeding, Dr. Stephen Pearce, Assistant 

rofessor oil  rop ciences  
12:30 pm Fresh Potato Market Update, Mark Klompien, resident  nited otato ro ers of 

America
Wednesday, February 3
8:00 am Welcome
8:05 am Bayer Crop Sciences. Monte Vista Chamber Diamond Sponsor
8:15 am CPAC Update, Jim Ehrlich, ecuti e irector olorado otato Administrati e ommittee
8:25 am Challenges in Agriculture, Working with Corporations and Other Topics, Dr. Temple 

Grandin, rofessor ept. of Animal ciences  
9:25 am Causes of Farm Labor Shortages, Dr. Roland Fusami, ice resident and enior Analyst  

a o ank
10:25 am Update on PVY Biology and Management, Dr. Amy Charkowski, Professor and Department 

ead  epartment of io a ricultural ciences and est ana ement  
11:10 am Pea Aphids Correlated with Early Season Potato Virus Y Spread, Tess Christensen, Agro 

n ineerin  and aco  itt   tudent  
11:50 am Colorado Tuber Quality Project, Dr. Sastry Jayanty, tension pecialist  ost ar est ysi 

olo ist  olle e of A ricultural ciences epartment of orticulture  andscape 
Arc itecture

12:10 pm CSU Activities in the SLV to Support Community Economic Development: Opportunities 
To Engage, Dr. Becca Jablonski, Assistant Professor and Dawn Thilmany, rofessor A ricultural 
and esource conomics  

Thursday, February 4
8:00 am Welcome
8:05 am Agri-Store Up-date, Mike Lamoreaux, usiness e elopment  A ri tore  onte ista 

am er iamond ponsor
8:15 am Wenta-Nip, onte ista am er iamond ponsor
8:25 am Community Food Insights with COVID 19, Dr. Becca Jablonski, Assistant Professor, 

A ricultural and esource conomics  
9:50 am Water Subdistrict Update, Marisa Fricke, Program Manager, Amber Pacheco, Program 

Manager, Chris Ivers, Program Manager, Cleave Simpson, 
eneral ana er io rande ater onser ation 
istrict

10:25 am Colorado Water Plan and the San Luis Valley, Mr. Craig 
Cotton, taff n ineer ater n ineer olorado i ision 
of ater esources  Alamosa i ision 

11:25 am Water Export Update, Heather Dutton, ana er  
ater onser ancy istrict

Livestock Programs (virtual)
11:15 am Grazing Croplands, Dr. Joe Brummer, Associate 

rofessor ora e pecialist  oil and rop ciences  
 Dr. Meagan Schipanski, Associate rofessor 

11:55 am Causes of Reduced Reproduction Rates in Beef Cattle, 
Dr. Ryan Rhoades, Associate rofessor tension eef 
pecialist  epartment of Animal ciences  and Dr. Franklin 

Garry, rofessor tension pecialist eterinarian  
ollee of eterinary edicine and iomedical ciences  
epartment of linical ciences  

1:00 pm Calving School, Dr. Kayla Bentley, eterinarian  Alpine 
et an in person e ent planned at c ullen uildin ki 
i ark

Steffens & Co. Realty, Inc.
Bruce Steffens, Broker/Owner

30635 US Hwy 160 • P.O. Box 205 
South Fork • (719) 873-1700

          steff@gojade.org www.steffenscorealty.com

WE NEED YOUR 
FARM OR RANCH

We have buyers, with cash, looking for 
Agriculture Lands From 1 quarter, 2-4 quarters, 

5-10 quarters, and up.
Any size of Farm or Ranch, can close by May 1!

Consistently one of the Top Farm/Ranch 
Brokers in Southern Colorado.

100% Agriculture driven business model.
FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR TO FIND 

OUT THE TRUE VALUE OF YOUR 
AG. PROPERTY CALL: STEFFENS & 

COMPANY REALTY, INC. 719-873-1700
All inquires and information is kept strictly confidential.

OVER $137,000,000 IN SALES 
THE LAST 6 YEARS WITHIN 
THE S.L.V. AND CLIMBING.
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CENTER
PARTS STORE

754-2766 or 480-5420
651 Torres Ave. • Center

www.centerpartsstore.com

Air Filters
Batteries

Hoses
Oil for Engines, 
Transmissions 
& Hydraulics

Belting & 
Belted Chain 

Hydraulic Hose
Repair & 

Replacement

1/2  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy. 1403 Tremont, Alamosa

Not responsible for printing errors.

See us for all of your Alfalfa needs. Call Store for details.

Grass & Pasture 
mixes available.

Larry Brown, R&L 
Enterprises Inc. 

4624 Cty. Rd. 9 S. • Alamosa

(719)589-0661 o�ce
(626)484-7744 cell

larry@gmxinternational.com

Improve Irrigation E�ciency
with GMX Magnetic Water Treatment 

Improves Penetration through soil 
Improves Nutrient Mobility & Uptake 

Improves Fertilizer E�ectiveness

G
M

X Made in America 
Permanent Equipment 
No Maintenance
Lifetime Replacement Warranty 
Established 1992

Get More from Your 
Water with GMX 

Irrigation Treatment

After two successful seasons with GMX 
Magnetic Water Treatment: “Using GMX 
magnets in our pivots I’ve seen improved 
plant health and improved soil health, 
even across �elds with inconsistent soil 
types. They have de�nitely helped with 
clodding and I’ve seen less dry rot and pink 
rot in our potatoes. I’ve seen an improved 
product quality and improved yields and 
I’m excited to see the new system going 
on more pivots this year. I would de�nitely 
recommend a set.”

~ Cody Carpenter

Private Applicators CEU is a separate registration from the 2021 Southern Rocky Mountain Ag 
Conference. se t e link elo  to re ister for t e e en esticide Applicator s.

Registration will be required. Each participant will need to register and participate on their own device 
to receive credit.

Register in advance for the Private Applicator Seven Core Credit class:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUldeGvrTwtGNFtI9wcQKR0a0Lp9OdudOdM
Private Pesticide Applicator 7-Core Credit
Continuing Education Classes
Classes will be scheduled on Monday, February 1, 2021 and Friday, February 5, 2021 on the fol-

lowing schedule

Ag Conference Schedule

Safety tips for parents 
of young farmers

People who live in cities, exurbs or suburbs may not 
come across farms very frequently. But millions of 
people, including children, still live on farms. In fact, 
in 2009 the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
noted that more than one million children under the age 
of 20 lived, worked or had a regular presence on farms 
in the United States.

Protecting children from injury on farms, especially 
those who perform work on farms, is of paramount 
importance. The American Society of Safety Engineers 
offers the following safety tips to parents of children who 
will be spending time on farms.

• Know and obey the laws. Various state and federal 
laws are in place to protect young children from farm-
related accidents and injuries. Age requirements dictate 
which jobs children can perform on a farm, and parents 
should adhere to those requirements. Asking children to 
do more than they’re physically capable of can lead to 
accident, injury or even death.

• Review equipment operation instructions. Before 
assigning children a task on the farm, parents should 
review the equipment operation instructions. Doing so 
can help parents reacquaint themselves with tools and 
equipment they may not have used in awhile, and that 
can make it easier for them to teach kids how to use such 
equipment. In addition, reviewing equipment instructions 
may provide insight to parents unsure if their children 
are old enough to use certain tools.

• Inspect equipment. Before children perform any 
tasks on the farm, parents should inspect the equipment 
their children are likely to use to make sure each tool 
is safe. Make sure tools are in proper working order, as 
broken or poorly working equipment increases the risk 
of accident or injury.

• Enroll children in farm safety camps. The ASSE 
recommends that parents contact their local Cooperative 
Extension and Farm Bureau offices to enroll children 
in farm safety camps. Such camps can teach kids safe 
farming techniques and the proper ways to use age-
appropriate tools.

• Set a positive example. Another way for parents 

to protect their children on the farm is to set a positive 
example. Parents can do so in various ways. Using 
equipment properly, removing tractor keys from ignitions 
when tractors are not in use and exercising caution when 
using hazardous materials shows kids the importance of 
caution when working on farms. 

Hundreds of thousands of children perform jobs on 
farms across the country. Parents who want to teach their 
kids to farm should always do so with safety in mind.  
TF185005

Monday, February 1
1:00-1:30 Laws and Regulations Part 1
1:35-2:05 Pesticides and Families
2:10-2:40 Environmental Protection
2:45-3:15 Applicator Safety

Friday, February 5
1:00-1:30 Use of Pesticides
1:35-2:05 Public Safety
2:10-2:40 Laws and Regulation Part 2

Courtesy photo
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RPM ADVANCED PLUS™ 
With a simple to use 

touchscreen display, the RPM 
Advanced Plus Main Control 

Panel comes equipped with all 
the advanced features needed 

for your smart irrigation 
practice.

RPM ANNEX™
Utilizing 

the backend 
components of an 

existing control 
panel, the RPM 

Annex allows you 
to upgrade to the latest pivot control 

technology for a fraction of the cost.

RPM CONNECT™
Designed for today’s 

progressive farmer, the 
RPM Connect Main Control 

Panel utilizes remote 
control technology and 

comes equipped with all the 
necessary features to keep 
you connected.

RPM ADVANCED PLUS™ 

Panel comes equipped with all 
the advanced features needed 
Panel comes equipped with all 
the advanced features needed 
Panel comes equipped with all 

RPM ANNEX™

components of an 

Annex allows you comes equipped with all the 

Central 
Pump 

Company
719-754-3936

570 E Hwy 112
Center

www.cpcpump.com
www.reinke.com

Vendor Map
SRMA Conference 

and Trade Show 
Vendors 

Agri-Stor Company - Diamond 
Sponsor
Bayer - Diamond Sponsor
Buffalo Brand Seed
Central Pump Co.
Chamber of Commerce
CIA Leavitt
D&R Development
Farm Credit - Meal Sponsor
Formation-Ag / Trinity Trailers
Frost PLLC
GMX Irrigation Water Treat
Holmes Environment
Kay’s Bookkeeping
Monte Vista COOP - Diamond 
Sponsor
Mountain West Insurance
Partsmaster
Rio Grande Bentonite
Rocky Mountain Forage Solutions 
LLC
Sorum Tractor Company Inc
Spectra-Comm
Sterling Pacific Inc
Tech Bridge Int’l 
Trinity Trailer Mfg (Formation Ag)
Troy Plane State Farm

Valley Electric Inc.
Wenta Nip & Sanitizing - Diamond 
Sponsor
Yara - Diamond Sponsor

STAFF REPORT
The Colorado Department of Agri-

culture (CDA) awarded the contract 
for development of a strategic plan for 
a state Hemp Center of Excellence to 
MPG Consulting. 

The selection was based on the 
recommendation of an independent 
review committee, which included a 
member of the Colorado Agriculture 
Commission, a member of the Hemp 
Advisory Committee, and other leaders 
and experts in Colorado agriculture and 
purchasing. The strategic plan will be 
completed by July 2021.

“We are very excited about moving 
forward with the development of the 

Center of Excellence and are confident 
that MPG Consulting will be a strong 
partner in helping us and our many 
stakeholders advance the hemp indus-
try in Colorado,” said Commissioner 
of Agriculture Kate Greenberg.

CDA is committed to elevating 
industrial hemp as an agricultural 
commodity, a priority since the launch 
of Colorado’s nationally-recognized 
Industrial Hemp Program in 2014. 
The collaborative development of the 
Hemp Center of Excellence aligns with 
the Department’s mission to strengthen 
and advance Colorado agriculture, and 
hemp industry stakeholders will be 
participating in the strategic planning 
process.

Planning for Colorado Hemp 
Center of Excellence underway

Courtesy photo

Delivering to the

San Luis Valley

970-483-TIRE • Cell 970-768-9362
Find us on the web at rudystires.com 

or like us on Facebook
Offering Specialty 
Floatation Tires 

and Wheels
Irrigation Tires 
and Wheels and 

Tracks
Ag Tracks

Mitas Farm Tires
Sprinkler Tires & 

Wheels




